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As a means of complying with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §1 .56, and in 
accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1.97 and 1.98, Apphcants, through the undersigned attorney, submit 
this Information Disclosure Statement. The references are listed on an attached Form PTO-1449. 

It is respectfully requested that the documents be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application and made of record herein and among the "References Cited" on 
any patent to issue therefrom. Consideration of the documents and the return of the enclosed 
form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left-hand column (per MPEP 609), are 
eamestly solicited. 



Sir: 



Serial No. 09/885,580 

If it is determined, however, that a fee for filing the EDS is required, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge any necessary fees associated with this request or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19-4293, for which purpose a duplicate of this 
communication is enclosed. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is intended to be in full compliance with the 
Rules, but should the Examiner find any part of its required content to have been omitted, prompt 
notice to this effect is earnestly solicited, along with additional time under Rule 97(f), to enable 
full compliance. The citation of these documents herein is not an admission that these 
documents qualify as prior art. Applicants reserve the right to challenge any alleged prior art 
status of these documents. 
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